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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

We would like to submit our views, and full support for the Civil Partnership (Scotland) 
Bill, in order to open Civil Partnerships to different sex couples.  
  
We address the questions as below:  
  
1. What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making 

civil partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing 
future civil partnerships to all couples?   

  
Opening civil partnerships to all offers the chance of a legally recognised relationship, 
without having to be married. Opposition to marriage can be on religious or moral 
grounds: as a feminist I wholly object to many of the ‘traditions’ of marriage. A civil 
partnership presents an equal, yet legally supportive social construct in which to raise 
children, knowing that each partner is protected in case of death or disability.  
  
As is clearly evident from the heterosexual civil partnerships already made in England, 
these are people in long term relationships, with children, who have made an active 
decision not to get married, usually for moral reasons. Closing civil partnerships to all 
means those who reject marriage for equality and religious reasons have no legal 
protection within their relationships. It also means people in same sex relationships, 
who may also reject marriage for similar reasons, can also have their relationships 
recognised, and legally protected.  

  

2. What will the impact of the Bill and its provisions be on you, your 
community or your organisation? Give consideration as to whether there is 
any impact on human rights or equality issues for any particular groups of 
people.  

Formal and legal recognition of our relationship, with resultant protection in terms of 
death / pensions / medical decision making / joint ownership and decision making 
around our children. At present we are discriminated against in these matters and 
have had to pay legal fees for wills and powers of attorney’s etc to safeguard against 
such eventualities.  

  

3. The Bill will make consequential changes to existing legislation to carry 
through the effect of the main change. Do you have any comment to make 
on these changes?  

Seems reasonable. This should be a legally equivalent alternative to marriage  
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4. Is there anything else about civil partnerships that should be included in 
(or excluded from) the Bill? If so, what changes would you like to see and 
why? Please explain your reasons.   

  
Nothing to add  

  

5. Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you 
as an individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting 
information.  

It would save personal costs on legal fees.  
  
We look forward to being able to have our relationship, 17 years and counting, legally 
recognised.  
  


